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Cheerleaders Headed to States By Livvy Mills 
     The MHS Varsity cheer team recently competed in regionals, the most important 
competition of their season. Regionals consists of all the teams in AAA within our region. 
Seven teams compete for qualification of states. Only first and second place move forward to 
compete at the state competition on December 8th. Martinsburg placed first at regionals for the 
first time in history! Captain Megan Rogers (one of three varsity captains) says one word to 
describe the team's overall season is “exciting”. Placing first at regionals was an exciting 
moment! Another varsity captain Alexis Reel said, “My team worked so hard the past couple 
months that when we won, it was like winning the world.”  
 
     As they prepare to head to states in Charleston, West Virginia, head varsity coach Sam 
Baez says as far as preparation goes, “we are doing what we always do. Working hard and 
conditioning. That’s all we can do at this point!” The state competition will consist of all the 
AAA teams who placed first and second from all three regions. This meaning the competition 
gets harder and more competitive. Although the competition has expanded Sam says, “I love 
to watch the other teams and enjoy the experience with my team.”  
 

L-R, Alexis 
Reel, 
Mercedes 
McGrain, 
Megan 
Rogers, 
Taylor 
Bleigh 

The Varsity squad is comprised of Seren La Tourette,  Livvy Mil ls , Taylor Bleigh, 
Megan Rogers, Alexis Reel, Hannah Faircloth, Laryssa Price, Hannah Riner,  
Layla Price, Racheal Shoemaker,  Brooklynn Hesson, Mercedes McGrain, Paris 
Shoemaker,  and Hadley Skalkeas. 
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Democrats Sweep House in Mid-Term Elections        
By Tanner Boeckman 

     The 2018 mid-term elections were a hot subject this year, which is a unique circumstance 
considering that voting rates are considerably lower for the mid-term elections. In West 
Virginia, the stakes were even higher; battling out for the senate nomination for West Virginia 
was Republican nominee Patrick Morrisey and Democratic nominee Joe Manchin. Morrisey 
made headlines for being a lobbyist for big drug companies, while Manchin made headlines for 
supporting his daughters company that raised the prices for epi-pens earlier in the year. Both 
had disadvantages, but many West Virginias including Berkeley Heights Elementary Principal 
Amber Boeckmann, were excited that Manchin won the election. Boeckmann went on to say,” 
Patrick Morissey not being from West Virginia was a big factor for him not winning, we’re 
familiar with Manchin and know that he will do well.” Another high note for our state and 
specifically our region was John Unger winning the Senate race for District 16. Boeckmann 
voiced her support for him by saying, “I was very happy for him [Unger] to win. He’s been 
very supportive of teachers, and has helped us a lot.” 

     On the national level, democrats were able to take the House of Representatives, while 
republicans still have hold on the senate. This election paved the way for many firsts that the 
nation hasn’t seen yet; including, the first openly gay governor in Colorado, the first native 
American women in the house of representatives, the first bisexual women in the house of 
representatives, and the first women to wear a hijab or head covering in the house of reps. 
While this election paved the way for many women and many otherwise “non-traditional 
candidates”, we still have a long ways to go in terms of fixing our problems. Good things seem 
to be happening, and many West Virginians are content with the results of the election. For 
more detailed accounts of election results see the New York Times for more a more in depth 
look at the results.  

Sources: nytimes.com and Bloomberg.com 
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Black Friday Shoppers Look for Deals 
 By Emily Dodds 

     Black Friday, the busiest shopping day of the year in America since 2005, has become a 
staple part of Christmas shopping for millions. Thousands of stores have discounted prices that 
you can only get this day of the year, and millions take advantage of the money-saving 
opportunities. Many stores have even started beginning their Black Friday deals Thursday 
evening, which some people believe takes away from Thanksgiving festivities and lessens the 
valued time people can spend with their families. The day after Thanksgiving was first regarded 
as Black Friday in the early 1960’s because of the heavy traffic that would occur after the 
Thanksgiving activities. It has turned into a day some consider complete pandemonium, while 
others see it as a great opportunity to get great deals on their Christmas gifts. Reports of fighting 
and aggression between shoppers for limited quantity discount items have been coming out for 
the past few years, and many feel that the potential risks of going out shopping are not worth 
the possible reward. According to Mrs. Elliott, English teacher at Martinsburg High School, 
Black Friday deals are not worth taking the time away from her family and risking possible 
encounters with aggressive shoppers. “I see the reports about crazy people that go out and push 
each other... I don’t want to be out with those people,” says Mrs. Elliott. She also believes that 
Black Friday takes away some of the value of the holidays and contributes to the materialism 
Americans have associated with Christmas and other winter holidays.  
     Mrs. Hockensmith, another English teacher at Martinsburg and annual Black Friday shopper, 
believes that it is typically time well spent. “It definitely takes away from Thanksgiving because 
we have to plan our dinner around if we go shopping Thursday night, but I do think some years 
it’s worth it. Now that I have kids, there are some toys you can get on Black Friday for a lot 
cheaper than normal,” Mrs. Hockensmith said. Although she is a Black Friday shopper herself, 
Mrs. Hockensmith and many others understand why people prefer to not participate in Black 
Friday. Whether people take advantage of the one-day deals or not, it is clear that Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday are busy times for shoppers and non-shoppers alike. 
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     Now that football season is ending, and basketball season is starting let's meet 
the boys and girls Bulldog's basketball teams. Leading the lady Bulldogs is Coach Kyle Triggs 
who has been coaching the girls for 4 years. The four seniors leading the team 
are Deaira Hairston, Amelia Jenkins, Kyaira Page, and Kylie Roberts. Last season the Lady 
Bulldogs went to states but lost to Parkersburg, the eventual state champs. The seniors sat down 
with me listing some goals for the season such as, “making it past the first round of states”, 
“wanting the junior varsity to have a winning record”, and “making teammates better.” But for 
that to happen the whole team must get better. There are no key players because everyone has 
their role on the team so that it can function at a high level. The Lady Bulldogs first home game 
is December 17 vs Loudoun Valley.  
     The boys basketball team is led by Coach Dave Rodgers and Coach Bruce Fowler. The 
team’s four seniors this year are Grant Harman, Qualeke Bush, Cedric Bush, and 
Josephus Bokey. Last season the Bulldogs went to the state championship game but had a tough 
loss. “It feels like we have unfinished business” said Coach Fowler. The goals as a 
team are that the team makes it back to the state championship game and wins a state title this 
year. “The seniors are all key players this year, they lead by example and they’ve been in 
situations that the younger players haven't. They’ve been in the state championship game and 
know how it feels to lose and get better from it,” Coach Fowler said. The team is excited for the 
first game of the season because of how the season ended and they are just ready to play again. 
The bulldogs first home game is December 14 vs Washington.   

Get Ready for Winter 
Sports Season 

Boys and Girls Basketball Teams Working 
Toward A Return to States  By Joe Bokey 

Teddy 
Marshall 
and Joe 
Bokey 

Qualeke Bush goesup for a lay-up 
Amelia Jenkins and Deaira 
Hairston 

 



 Martinsburg High School November 2018 

5 

     This winter our Martinsburg High School Swim Team, coached by 
Tiffany Hamilton, is working hard in the pool.  Each week the 
swimmers practice three to four times in the pool and condition on 
land.  The swim team has nine regular season meets scheduled at 
Shepherd University before they compete at the Regional meet on 

February 2nd in Fairmont, West Virginia.  Junior swimmer, Jacob Barcomb said, “Our 
goal as a team is States.” If the team reaches their goal, they will be in Morgantown, West Virginia on February 
14th and 15th for the WV State Swim Meet.   

     Key swimmers to look out for this season are Camden Burnett, Josh Thomas, Noah Hobson, Nathan 
Schweinebraten, Jacob Barcomb, Kylene Young, and Sarah Seelinger.  Come support the Martinsburg High 
Swim team at the Jefferson Invitational on December 8th at Shepherd University. 

MHS Swim Team Ready to 
Make a Splash By Emily Beck 

Wrestlers Working Toward Regional Win By Emily Beck 

 L-R, 
Noah 
Hobson, 
Jacob 
Barcomb, 
Camden 
Burnett, 
and Josh 
Thomas  

     This season our Martinsburg High School Wrestling team is working to achieve their team goal of 
winning regionals.  They are coached by Mikel Dolen and their season is packed with 14 regular season 
matches. To reach their team goal they will first have to compete at EPAC on February 2nd at Musselman 
High School.  If they advance, Regionals will be held at Hedgesville High School on February 9th and then 
the WV State Wrestling Meet will be held in Huntington on February 21-23.   

     Bulldog wrestlers to look out for this season are Dylan Tachoir, Luke Resch, and Jermaine Handy.  
Freshmen wrestler Dylan Tachoir said, “Our team goal is to win Regionals.”  Come watch our MHS 
wrestlers compete on January 31st in the Martinsburg High School gymnasium. 

MHS Wrestlers Dylan Tachoir wins the match. 
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Coach Walker Receives Coaching Honor By Rhonda Foreman 

Football Team Headed for States By Jarod Bowie  
     Martinsburg’s football team has had an amazing season so far, but they 
are not finished yet! The season has been one to remember with winning every game of the 
regular season and playoffs. Wrapping up with the record of 13-0 for the season before 
states, and 41-0 counting previous seasons, the team and coaching staff have worked hard to 
achieve this! After all the wins, practice for the biggest game of the season does not stop. 
Coach Potts says as the team prepares for states, “we have been waking up earlier in the 
morning to make playbook sheets, preparing the players by watching film and practicing hard 
every day.” A lot of time and dedication has gone into practices and games to get the team this 
far.   
     The team will be playing in the state championship game, hoping to keep the streak going, 
in Wheeling on Saturday, December 1st at 12:00 pm against Spring Valley. Their competitor is 
currently 13-0 which places them second in state, while Martinsburg is in first. Coach Potts 
also says as a wrap up, “playoffs went well, I think we could have mentally prepared the boys 
a bit more, but we did very good!” With the support of the school and community, the 
Bulldogs will depart for Wheeling Island on Friday, November 30 at 10:55am from the high 
school. 

     Martinsburg High School Football Coach David Walker is 
now the “winningest football coach in West Virginia Football 
history.”  Walker received this honor after the Bulldogs 
defeated the Musselman Applemen on November 23 in game 
three of the playoffs giving Walker his 289th career win.  
Congratulations to Coach Walker on this accomplishment! 

Coach 
David 
Walker 

Captains L-R, Aaron Pierson, Chelo Teneval, 

Michael Boaitey, Grant Harman 

Michael Boaitey deflects  a pass 
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Apollo Theatre Has Much to Offer  
By Sean Albon 

Recently, the Apollo Civic Theatre held four shows of Legally 
Blonde Jr. based off the movie Legally Blonde that came out in 2001 
starring Reese Witherspoon as Elle Woods. The show was about a blonde 
who chases her ex-boyfriend to Harvard to try to win him back by excelling 
in law and going after their professor's internship.   

The cast ranged from elementary students to high school students 
and three of our very own students starred in this production. 
Those three students were Faith Alvarez, Sara Brown, and Chloe Ervin. 
Faith starred as Margot, one of the Delta NU girls and Elle’s friend, Sara as 
Brooke Wyndham, a fitness guru who was accused of murder and Elle 
fights her case, and Chloe as Elle Woods, the main character who goes to 
Harvard to chase ex-boyfriend. If you wish to be in one of Apollo’s 
productions, you can go on to their website and look for any 
upcoming auditions, or contact the theatre directly.  

According to actresses Sara Brown and Chloe Ervin, the best times 
to see shows are closing night and the first Saturday night show. Ticket 
prices vary based on the show. You can reserve tickets online and choose 
where you would like to sit.   

The Apollo’s next show will be A Christmas Story starting on 
December 6th at 7:30pm, December 7th, 14th, 15th at 8pm, then on December 
9th and 16th the shows will be at 2:30pm. A Christmas Story is about 
Ralphie who only wants one thing for Christmas, a Red Ryder BB Gun, 
and he must be his best self to get the present he wants. The tickets can be 
ordered online at www.apollocivictheatre.org.  

Check Out Ralph Breaks the Internet  

by Marah Francis 

     Ralph Breaks the Internet Wreck-It Ralph 2 was released on November 
21st. This highly anticipated Disney animation is the sequel to the first 
Wreck-It Ralph movie. At Regal Valley Mall, Alexis Mott really enjoyed the 
film. When asked about the first movie she said, “I really enjoyed the first 
movie, but I like the second movie better because it was more my time.” The 
first film had an 80s and 90s video game influence. Most of those characters 
were not featured in the film, along with the nostalgia of the first film. Mott 
added, “This was a great updated version of the first movie. I feel like the 
kids can relate and understand this better.” Her favorite part of the movie was 
the interaction with the princesses. She said, “It was really cool to see all of 
the princesses I grew up with to connect with the modern ones, and it was 
really cute how they interacted with Vanellope.” Overall, Ralph Breaks the 
Internet is a great feel good movie and displays an important life lesson 
many can relate to.   
 

Vanellope with the princesses 
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The Orange and Black Staff 

     Hunting season is at its peak.  West Virginia hunting season opened September 29th and closes December 
31st. In that time, there are bow, muzzleloader, and firearm seasons. MHS student Jacob Bell says his favorite 
season is muzzleloader season. Tuesday, November 19th kicked off firearms season for bucks and antlerless 
deer.  Antlerless means either a doe or a buck with antlers less than 3 inches.  Buck firearm season seems to be 
the most popular season in hunting.  Although, this is true you cannot use any gun you want and you cannot 
just go out and shoot a deer when you feel like it.  Firearms that are permitted are rifles, handguns, and 
shotguns with slugs.  You have to have a hunting license, permits, and tags in order to hunt lawfully.  That’s 
not all.  You can only hunt from sunrise until the sun starts to set.  Jacob Bell says his favorite part about 
hunting is “eating what I kill and missing a couple of days of school a year!”  

Jacob Bell with his buck 
Trenton Sherman with his buck 


